PRODUCTION  AND THE  IDEOLOGICAL  SUPERSTRUCTURE
a person of our own time a barbarian because he is not
interested in poetry and art, we do not mean to say that
he is a savage. A nation which produced institutions
and laws that have become a model to posterity, which
developed the highest military art and a refined luxury
of life, cannot be called " barbaric " in an ethnological
or historical sense, but rather a nation which has reached
one of the highest states of civilisation known to history.
/ We might take no account of an author like Kautsky,
whose conclusions are generally ill-considered and whose
historical knowledge is extremely superficial, if it were
not for the conspicuous part he plays among the followers
of the theory. But even authors of real merit are apt
to declare two phenomena as standing in the relation
of cause and effect solely because one was posterior to
the other. Professor Franz Oppenheimer, for instance,
writes in his Skizze der sozialokonomischen Geschichts-
cmffassungx that the transformation of the warlike and
insubordinate French nobles into the cringing courtiers
of Louis XIV was due to the introduction of the mone-
tary system into France. For, says Oppenheimer, they
now no longer had need of an armed retinue to extort
as much as possible from their tenants ; what they now
needed was the assistance and favour of the court. The
real course of events, however, was quite different. To
begin with, we must again state that the transition to
the monetary system had taken place at a much earlier
period. Moreover, the dues which the tenants once
paid to their lords in kind, never had pressed heavily
upon them; the dues in money which had since re-
placed them had, owing to the depreciation of money
1  Vierteljahrssckrift fur wissenschaftliche Philosephie und
27, 1903.
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